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Support House Bill 2486
This bill provides for the restoration of a parent-child relationship in cases where a child has been stuck in foster care. This bill is an option for children who are unlikely to find a permanent home, even after diligent searches or a permanent placement, unless the parent-child relationship is restored. The bill provides a process through which the courts can restore the parent-child relationship after a trial in-home placement, a showing of sufficient remediation, the ability and willingness of the parent to properly care for the child, and clear and convincing evidence that restoration is in the youth's best interests. 
In-Person Testimony
Kendall Seal, Vice President of Policy 
Center for the Rights of Abused Children

House Judiciary Committee
 Wednesday, January 31, 2024, at 9:00 a.m.


Mr. Chair and members of the committee.
My name is Kendall Seal. I serve as the Vice President of Policy at the Center for the Rights of Abused Children. At the Center, we believe that every child deserves a loving home. However, far too many youth exit foster care into adulthood without a loving home and a supportive family. I support House Bill 2486 as a measure to help youth, particularly those who would otherwise be left alone, to fend for themselves as they attempt to find their feet, finish their education, find jobs, and enter adulthood. 
For many, this can seem like an impossible task. I am familiar with the story of a young man who watched his peers age out of foster care and struggle without the support of family. Among his friends in care, one went to prison for armed robbery, another was prostituted and murdered, and others exited care homeless. This young man exited care without a high school diploma or practical job skills. He was alone, angry, and lashed out in violence. 
This young man’s experience is not an isolated incident. Each year, more than 19,000 children (more than 730 here in Arizona) exit foster care without a permanent home. While many of these teens are legally free for adoption, national data shows that only 4% of children age 16 and older will be adopted. 
The outcomes for teens who age out of the child welfare system are dismal. 
· 29% of young adults who age out of foster care report being homeless from ages 19 to 21; 
· One in five between the ages of 19 and 21 are incarcerated; 
· And 43% are unemployed at age 21.
With House bill 2486, we can take a meaningful step towards changing these statistics. We can help ensure every child has a family and eliminate the tragedy of aging out.
This bill gives courts a tool to reunite youth in foster care with safe, biological families, providing permanency and a positive exit from foster care. 
Restoring the parent-child relationship benefits the child and allows parents to make amends and grow as individuals. 
Consider the experience of Maggie Luna. When Maggie’s husband abruptly abandoned her, she was evicted and left to raise her three young children. Desperate and alone, she turned to drugs. Maggie ended up in prison, feeling depressed and hopeless, while her children were placed in foster care. 
Two of her children were adopted, and Maggie recognizes they are in good homes. However, her son continued to struggle in foster care. 
While in prison, Maggie experienced a turning point that motivated her to get sober – a visit from her oldest daughter. Today, Maggie is out of jail, has been sober for five years, and maintains an empty bedroom in case her son, who has spent half his life struggling in various foster homes, will someday be allowed to return. With a law like HB 2486, parents like Maggie, whose rights have been terminated, can rebuild relationships and create a safe and loving environment.
This bill can bring hope back to families. It can give children who would otherwise have exited care without the love and support they need to thrive in adulthood. For these reasons, I ask you to support HB 2486.


Frequently Asked Questions
Q: Are we just forcing kids back into an unsafe environment?
A: No. First, the bill requires a showing of sufficient remediation including the ability and willingness to properly care for the child. This is not designed to shove children back into unsafe environments just for the sake of permanency. 
Second, no child will be forced. We are supportive of the amendment that requires a child to give consent. 
Third, a parent-child relationship cannot be restored where parental rights were terminated due to serious physical injury, sexual abuse, sexual conduct of a minor, any conduct that resulted in the death of a minor, or a dangerous crime against children.  
Q: Will this apply to young children?
A. No. De facto, this bill will impact older youth in care – children who can express their wishes and give consent to restore the parent-child relationship and who are unlikely to obtain a permanent placement but for the restoration of the parent-child relationship. 
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