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Members of the committee:
My name is Kendall Seal. I am the Vice President for Policy at the Center for the Rights of Abused Children (Center). The Center works with policymakers to ensure every child has a safe and loving home. We want to see every child who enters foster find swift permanency with a family. However, while they are in care, we seek to do everything we can minimize the trauma they inevitably experience and give that opportunities to thrive. That includes ensuring they have the educational stability and services then need.
For these reasons, we are here in support of House Bill 2542.
In Arizona, children in foster care have the lowest on-time graduation of any demographic – that includes homeless children.[footnoteRef:2] Less than half (41.2%) graduate from high school within four-years.[footnoteRef:3] These are children in our care … children for whom we, as a state, are responsible. We must do better by them.  [2:  Arizona Department of Education, AZ School Report Cards: Four Year Graduation Rate, (Accessed 6/1/2023), https://azreportcards.azed.gov/state-reports.]  [3:  Id.] 

It is difficult to pinpoint a specific cause of poor educational outcomes foster youth. However, some potential causes seem self-evident. Among them are the persistent effects of trauma experienced through emotional, psychological, physical, and sexual abuse, and neglect. Because of trauma, these students experience negative biological, physical, psychological, and social responses. Each of these outcomes can have a detrimental impact on student achievement.[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  Healey CV, Fisher PA. Children in Foster Care and the Development of Favorable Outcomes, Child Youth Serv Rev. 2011 Oct;33(10):1822-1830, https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3188952/ ] 

Not surprisingly, there is a strong correlation between the negative effects of trauma and a high incidence of special education needs. Children in care require special educational resources at rates that sometimes far exceed their peers.[footnoteRef:5] To help mitigate the long-term, educational impact of trauma, state child protection and education agencies, along with local education agencies, can collaborate to timely screen for and provide special educational services.  [5:  Arizona Department of Education, AZ School Report Cards: Four Year Graduation Rate, (Accessed 6/1/2023), https://azreportcards.azed.gov/state-reports.
@ Appendix B, Table 1, at 39.] 

HB2542 is modeled Georgia legislation that explicitly recognized the connection between trauma and educational outcomes. It required the state to “immediately and deliberately” screen school age students in foster care for special educational needs. These screenings were to happen upon enrollment at a new school to “determine whether exposure to trauma has had or is likely to have an adverse impact on the foster care student's educational performance, including both academics and classroom behavior.” [footnoteRef:6] [6:  Georgia House Bill 855 (effective July 1, 2021) C:\pdf\195304.wpd (gadoe.org)] 

	We as a state can do better to ensure that children who need special services and supports get exactly what they need to thrive. By passing HB2542, we can ensure that children are not slipping through the cracks, that they are getting the help they need to succeed in school. 
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