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Support Senate Bill 1430
For all children in the care of the Department of Child Safety (DCS), DCS is required to determine whether each child is eligible for benefits administered by the federal Social Security Administration or the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. If DCS determines that a child is eligible for federal benefits, DCS is required to apply for the benefits on behalf of the child. Establishes requirements for the use of the child's federal benefits. 
In-Person Testimony
Kendall, Senior Vice President and Legal Director 
The Center for the Rights of Abused Children

Senate Health & Human Services Committee
Monday, February 14, 2023 at 2:00 p.m. 


Chairman Shope, Senator Wadsack, Members of the Committee:
My name is Tim Keller, and I serve as the Senior Vice President and Legal Director for The Center for the Rights of Abused Children, where I oversee The Center’s pro bono Children’s Law Clinic. Our mission is to protect children, change laws, and inspire people - to ensure every abused child has a bright future.
Our Law Clinic helps foster children and their families one-on-one in their court cases and provides free legal assistance to children, bio parents, foster parents, and kinship placements across the state.
Last fall, at a conference for attorneys who represent children in foster care, I met Ian Marx, a law student at the Emory School of Law. 
When Ian was 11 years old, he lost his mother and his father was arrested for a serious crime. He had no relatives to care for him and he was placed in foster care—where he stayed until he aged out of the system.
Ian did not choose to be in foster care. He said that in the midst of his grief, he was terrified of living with strangers, anxious about how he would survive, and felt utterly alone. He is haunted by trauma to this day.
But he had one source of hope. His Mom served honorably in the U.S. Navy and Ian was eligible for survivor benefits through both the Veterans Administration and Social Security. 
He had hoped those funds would help him through college. He had hoped those dollars might help him secure safe housing, stable transportation, and do what he called “normal things” like go on school trips and participate in extracurricular activities.
But he never saw a dime of those funds. That is because, as he learned when he turned 18 and exited foster care, the very system that was supposed to be helping him had been stealing from him the whole time.
The state’s child welfare agency, without Ian’s knowledge, had applied for his federal benefits on his behalf, received those benefits for years, and used those benefits to reimburse itself for Ian’s time in foster care.
Ian, who has become a champion to change this practice nationwide, quipped, “If I was paying for my time in foster care, I want a refund.”

The bill in front of this committee will protect children like Ian from experiencing what he experienced.
Senate Bill 1430: 
· ensures that the Department of Child Safety properly screens children for eligibility and applies for federal benefits; 
· works collaboratively with the child and the child’s attorney to find an appropriate fiduciary to manage the funds, a position known under federal law as a “representative payee”; 
· and in those circumstances where DCS becomes the representative payee, this bill requires DCS to only spend the child’s funds to meet current, otherwise unmet needs, and requires DCS to conserves the balance of those funds for the youth’s future needs.
Thank you for your time and attention. I would be happy to answer any questions that members of the committee may have for me.
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