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“The Center for the Rights of Abused Children is saving lives, supporting generational change, 
and protecting the basic constitutional interests of abandoned and abused children.”

– Philanthropy Roundtable

Our Mission

Our mission is to protect children, change laws  
and inspire people – to ensure every abused child  
has a bright future. We envision a day when all  
of America’s children have the opportunity to live  
in safe and loving homes.
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+40% 
OF CHILD TRAFFICKING IS FACILITATED  
BY FAMILY MEMBERS

Claire escapes and finds new hope.

Claire is studying hard to prepare for college and 
become an architect just like her big sister. That 
dream is possible because her courageous sister 
rescued Claire from a parent who was selling Claire 
for drug money. Claire was 9 years old when her 
drug-addicted mother started trafficking her to 
support an opioid habit. Claire’s adult sister, June, 
found out what was happening and found a way to 
get Claire to the safety of her home. That’s when she 
reached out to the Center for the Rights of Abused 
Children. Our pro bono Children’s Law Clinic won 
the right for Claire to be adopted by her sister. Claire 
is now excelling in school — and getting the help 
she needs to overcome her abusive past.

*Name changed and details modified for child’s privacy.

STORIES OF HOPE
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In 2022, we celebrated five years of fighting for children and delivering 500,000 brighter 
futures. With your support, we reduced frequent delays in children’s court cases, getting 
kids out of the system and into safe, loving homes more quickly. We advocated for  
legislative reforms to stop states from stealing the Social Security benefits of children  
in foster care. We continued the fight to strengthen abused children’s constitutional  
right to legal counsel. I am so thankful for your incredible generosity that makes all  
this work possible.  

As we take our annual report to press, we are excited to share that our blueprint for 
change is expanding into the American heartland – Kansas, Missouri, Indiana, to name  
a few – and in discussions about critical federal reform. Step by step, day by day, we 
intend to serve more than 1 million American children by 2025.  

Our ability to help more children in the foster care system has never been more urgent. 
The number of children suffering abandonment, abuse, and trafficking is at an all-time 
high. Making matters worse, their lives are often in jeopardy in the one place where 
safety should be guaranteed: the American courtroom. Criminals who abuse and exploit 
children have more rights and protections under the law than their child victims. We are 
fighting to fix this. 

Together, we give these children new beginnings. They are counting on us.

Thank you for being part of the Center for the Rights of Abused Children. 

Sincerely,

 
Darcy Olsen 
Founder & CEO

Letter from the CEO
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We fight so they live.
The Center for the Rights of Abused Children is an award-winning non-profit fighting 
for better futures for America’s abused children. We work on a micro, macro, and 
super-macro level, providing a lifeline for children by serving pro bono in abuse and 
dependency proceedings, strengthening laws with support across political lines,  
and vindicating the constitutional interests of abandoned, abused, and trafficked 
children through public interest legal work. Our principles include preserving life, 
strengthening family, and enforcing accountability by bringing transparency,  
oversight, and limits to state action. 

Creating systemic change.
Since 2017, the Center for Children’s work has helped more than 500,000 American 
children. Our courtroom advocacy has rescued child victims of incest, starvation, 
trafficking, and other unspeakable acts. More than 25 of our common-sense reforms 
have taken root in state and federal law. These reforms include guaranteeing abused 
children the right to an attorney in their court proceedings, speeding searches for  
relatives, searching for missing children, and improved access to special education 
and critical birth documents. 

Preserving life 

Strengthening family 

Enforcing accountability
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Our Approach

MICRO
Helping children  

one-on-one in their  
court cases by providing  

free emergency legal  
assistance through  

our pro bono  
Children’s Law Clinic.

MACRO
Improving laws to  

require common-sense  
protections for  

abandoned, abused and 
trafficked children.

SUPER-MACRO
Enforcing  

constitutional rights  
on behalf of victimized  
children through public 

 interest legal work.

Rights of the criminally accused
• Constitutional right to counsel

• Case adjudication within 180 days

• Other paramount rights firmly secured by the Constitution

Rights of abused children
• No constitutional right to counsel

• No timely adjudication of cases. Children routinely wait four to five years for a  
 final  case disposition, and some spend their entire childhood in the system.

• Few checks and balances exist to protect a child’s rights or to ensure justice is   
 achieved during a dependency action. Of those checks and balances that do  
 exist, most are largely ignored.

Alex thrives despite early trauma.

Alex is in second grade, but he’s already a proud 
mathlete and dreams of being a scientist when he 
grows up. At 5 years old. Alex was placed in foster 
care. When he started school, it became clear Alex 
needed special education services. This required 
his mother’s consent, but she was nowhere to be 
found. The Center for the Rights of Abused Chil-
dren advocates for common-sense reforms that 
help kids like Alex access the essential services 
they need. 

*Name changed and details modified for child’s privacy.

STORIES OF HOPE
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What we fight for every day 
Protecting the abandoned

Ensuring every child has a safe and loving family

Enforcing constitutional rights

Bringing transparency and limits to state action

Improving education

Preventing aging out

Making foster care safe, stable, and temporary
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Center for the Rights of Abused Children  
Pro Bono Children’s Law Clinic
Our Children’s Law Clinic is a lifeline for children as well as young adults  
who have aged out of foster care and face adulthood alone. 

Direct services include:

• Helping arrange evaluations for, and access to, special education services.

• Assisting older youth with reconstructing educational records to ensure they  
 receive all earned credits and are on track toward graduation or successful  
 independent living.

• Expunging delinquency and non-dangerous criminal convictions. This is a right   
 available to all children when they turn 18, but one few children in foster care   
 can exercise without the benefit of parents or attorneys. A clean record helps   
 these young people pursue higher education, join the armed services, find    
 employment, and more.

• Obtaining copies of birth certificates or Social Security documentation to open   
 doors to scholarships, tuition assistance, and other education programs and   
 benefits available to children who have been in foster care.

22,000 KIDS AGE OUT  
OF THE FOSTER CARE SYSTEM EACH YEAR

STORIES OF HOPE

Helping Sienna fight for her future.

After spending years in turmoil, Sienna graduated 
high school and plans to become a dental hygien-
ist. But one misstep with the system nearly ended 
her progress. Sienna aged out of the system with 
no support and was arrested. She completed her 
diversion program but was late paying fines. We 
worked to dismiss the case, so Sienna wouldn’t 
have a criminal record simply because she was a 
few weeks late making a payment. 

*Name changed and details modified for child’s privacy.
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2022: Changing laws that change lives. 
In Arizona: 
We passed Senate Bill 1079 that reduces the frequent and unnecessary delays in  
the court system that children in foster care experience — getting kids out of court  
and into safe, loving families more quickly.

With passage of Senate Bill 1076, we established a mandatory evaluation of the  
Department of Child Safety hotline data that provides crucial reports of abuse and  
neglect and the agency’s response. This evaluation will shape future reforms. 

After we ensured Senate Bill 1307 became law, investigators are now required  
to follow an evidence-informed assessment model to better equip their abuse  
or neglect investigations and promote child safety.

Following our successful efforts passing the law guaranteeing a child’s right to  
counsel, our team drafted and advocated for court rules used by the Arizona  
Supreme Court to govern the conduct and expectations of lawyers who represent  
children in abuse proceedings.

And around the country: 
In Georgia, we passed legislation ensuring the state conducts a diligent relative  
search. If a child is living in a long-term, stable caregiver placement, the state can  
presume a continuation of the placement is in the child’s best interest when  
determining their permanency plan. 

In Louisiana, we passed legislation to mitigate and prevent the disappearance of  
children from foster care. The law guarantees every child free access to photo  
identification and assists law enforcement with search and rescue procedures. 

In Alaska, we filed a brief with the Alaska Supreme Court that argued the state  
must stop stealing Social Security benefits from children in foster care. 

In Ohio, we filed a brief with the state supreme court to strengthen children’s  
constitutional right to legal counsel in dependency proceedings. 

LA

AK

OH

AZ

GA
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5 years. 500,000 brighter futures.  
Because of you. 
We celebrated our 5-year anniversary and grand opening of our new headquarters  
with long-time supporters. Thank you!

Anniversary Chairs 
Celia and Kent McClelland

Host Committee 
Renee & Phil Giltner 
Kathy & Dan Grubb  
Mike Haller 
William & Helen Kasley 
Carrie & Casey Tynan 
Cindy & Mike Watts 
Tonya & John White

Sponsors 
Shamrock Foods Company  
Amy & Kasey Thompson 
F. Francis & Dionne Najafi  
and Pivotal Foundation  
Polsinelli

Top: Darcy & Michael Olsen, Ed Novak & Celia McClelland, Preston Thompson & Ophelia Olsen
Bottom: Renee Giltner, Roy Miller, Don Hesselbrock, Phil Giltner, Ann Tredway (center) with members of the Bikers Against Child Abuse
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2023: LOOKING AHEAD 
Expanding to more states and at the federal level to ensure every child in the foster 
care system has an attorney in the courtroom and thrives in a loving family. 

When children have attorneys, they exit foster care for families up to 3.5 times faster. 
Because of us, every child in foster care in Arizona now has an attorney who fights for 
them. Many states deny children a voice in the courtroom. And that’s why we launched 
a multi-state and federal effort to ensure the system listens to kids.

We will bring further life-saving reforms to more children in Arizona, in expansion 
states, and at the federal level, including:

Ending the harmful practice of states’ stealing children’s benefits. An estimated  
10 to 20% of children in foster care qualify for federal Social Security and survivor  
benefits. Agencies take these benefits from kids, and we work to stop this practice  
and ensure those funds are stewarded and saved for the benefit of the child.

Requiring an immediate search for family. Agencies should immediately search  
for and notify relatives when a child enters care. We promote this requirement to  
prevent later placement changes that disrupt a child’s life. 

Stopping the disappearance of children in foster care. More than 21,000 children  
go missing from foster care each year. We work to prevent disappearances and  
guarantee immediate searches.

Preventing kids from aging out of the foster care system without support. 
Each year, approximately 22,000 children age out of foster care with no family  
support. We help these kids access their birth documents so they can enroll in  
college, register to vote, and secure employment. We are developing proposals  
to establish Fostering Independence Accounts to provide stability and financial  
support as children exit care and build their future.

Securing a “Foster Care Bill of Rights” that is enforceable. Too often children  
and their caregivers do not know their rights in the child welfare system. We work  
to enact an enforceable bill of rights for children and their caregivers so they know 
their rights and what they can do to enforce them.
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Financials

2022 OPERATING REVENUES

Individuals $ 1,084,620 
Foundations $ 1,040,500 
Other $ ... 261,090

Total $2,386,210

Preliminary results. Final audited financial statements will be available on or after June 30, 2023.

2022 OPERATING EXPENSES 

Fundraising $ 262,439 
Administration $ 407,837 
Program $ 1,603,525

Total $ 2,273,801

 INDIVIDUALS      FOUNDATIONS      OTHER  FUNDRAISING      ADMINISTRATION     PROGRAM

Donors Impact

DONORS FROM ALL  50 STATES

500,000+
CHILDREN HELPED BY THE CENTER FOR THE RIGHTS OF ABUSED CHILDREN



Leadership Team

Darcy Olsen, CEO & Founder
Ann Tredway, Executive Director
Tim Keller, Senior Vice President, Legal Director  
Kendall Seal, Vice President of Policy

Board of Directors

Celia McClelland, Chairman
William Coats, Ph.D., Vice Chairman
Renee V. Giltner, Treasurer
Alan P. Dye, Esq.
Darcy Olsen, CEO
F. Phillips Giltner
Mike Haller
Sandy Leong
Carrie Tynan
John White

Award-winning Advocacy

Arizona Capitol Times Leader of the Year in Public Policy Award 2022

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Adoption  
Excellence Award 2020

Congressional Coalition on Adoption Institute Angel in Adoption 2020

Guidestar’s Platinum Seal of Transparency every year since inception
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They can’t fight abuse. We can.

thecenterforchildren.org


