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Michigan Supreme Court to Decide Whether Trafficked Child’s Rights Must Take 
Precedence 
 
Center for the Rights of Abused Children Urges Michigan’s High Court to Protect a 9-Year-
Old Victim, Not Her Abuser 
  
LANSING, MI — On Wednesday, May 7 at 11:30 a.m. ET, the Michigan Supreme Court will hear 
oral arguments in the case of In re Barber/Espinoza—a case that will determine whether a 
woman who trafficked her 9-year-old daughter can still claim parental rights.  
 
The Center for the Rights of Abused Children filed a powerful amicus brief urging the Court to 
reverse a shocking appellate decision that reinstated the mother’s rights—including the right to 
forced visitation and state-funded efforts to reunify her with her victim—even after clear 
evidence showed the mother gave up her child to be raped in exchange for drugs. 

“You don’t get a pass to harm a child just because you’re called mom,” said attorney Tom Jose, 
Director of the Center’s pro bono Children’s Law Clinic. “When a parent becomes a predator, 
the law must protect the child—not preserve a title. No child should be forced to face their 
abuser, and no court should force a child back into the hands that betrayed them.” 

The appellate court’s ruling ignores established law and common sense. When a parent traffics 
their child, the state has the right—and the duty—to prioritize the child’s safety and 
immediately to terminate parental rights. 
 
A child’s life is on the line. The Center urges the Michigan Supreme Court to stand firmly for 
children’s rights: No child should be treated as property. No child is for sale. Every child has a 
basic, inviolable right to be safe—and it’s the court’s duty to defend that right. 
 
Watch the oral arguments live   
Read our amicus brief 
 
### 
About the Center for the Rights of Abused Children: The Center for the Rights of Abused 
Children believes every child deserves a safe and loving home. Join our mission today, 
thecenterforchildren.org. 

https://www.thecenterforchildren.org/
https://michigansupremecourt.viebit.com/embed/live?v=7e41f3a2-4589-43a4-a189-8a9b8b891702&s=false&blm_aid=0
https://www.thecenterforchildren.org/assets/Blog-Files/Amicus-Brief-of-Center-for-the-Rights-of-Abused-Children.pdf?vid=3
https://u46975990.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.eTOccuzta1z3Pu-2B3vKuLzohAHmec5HEoC1t7uRLPotg1aw-2B8r3j-2ByFFZqZ9YUdjSHExanpBB5aQY4zrnmL2JwQ-3D-3DCtoc_Jo5lHFliTpPdFXl1gK7gM8Fi5osxRXFRCtXsHbOW0bt5GR-2Bb-2FiPAvGbtm2qBxtMRGo6nho2WfltOwjtZqARh1IsOCRdviJaDFwfniB24EVIeg4xbMupIU8Ve-2FspI6UVzv-2FmtC5mcrBTamo1OQxrbbc69nK9JHJ0SiOdsVYfgxHjlKQZQrtLmivXg87iF7QTRWGKYbcKQA0rkDtaKdIDaIpUouCZRyvjqgUFT0G1rnCA8SgwuGxhum3qg0bwKuWxbO3rYbZwcIJNi-2BgGE3QJz-2FPpJ57KTkIQPQeFh0keHC-2BH22rjMFvA2ihlOA98jIn20PY52LlpVlnAIDChyKrtoxgwowoKvIHCbOO-2F-2Fw-2FR846wS2hjehbiDcuLUZ4td-2BnwKkMgsjeipgdxf-2B8-2BSW0ZZ-2Bw-3D-3D


 
Contact: For ques�ons, please email Tom Jose at tom@thecenterforchildren.org  
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